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SKETCH of the HISTORY of ENGLISH COINS. 


HE recent introduftion of the dollars at 4s. 9d. has pro- 
duced many difcuffions on the fubjeét of the coinage. 
It has been fuggelted by fome, that a Royal Proclamation is 
neceflary to legitimate their circulation at that value; and by: 
others, that it would have been proper to ftamp their value 
on the reverfe of the prefent ftamp of the King’s head. The 
following extraéts from Black{tone’s Commentaries and other 
authentic fources, may afford our readers fome information, 
and enable them to reafon for themfelves on a matter in 
which every one is more or lefs interefted. 

As money is the medium of commerce, it is the King’s 
prerogative, as the arbiter of domeftic commerce, to give it 
authority or make it current. Money is an univerfal medium, 
or common ftandard, by comparifon with which the value of 
all merchandize may be afcertained: Or it is a fign, which 
reprefents the refpective values of all commodities, Metals 
are well calculated for this fign, becaufe they are durable and 
are capable of many fubdivifions: And a precious metal is 
ftill better calculated for this purpofe, becaufe it is the moft 
portable. A metal is alfo the moft proper for a common 
meafure, becaufe it can eafily be reduced to the fame ftandard 
in all nations: And every particular nation fixes on it its 
own impreflion, that the weight and ftandard (wherein con- 
fifts the intrinfic value) may both be known by infpection 


only. 
As 


Vou, XXIX, 20 




















¢42 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 

As.the quantity of precious metals increafes, that is, the 
more of them there is extracted from the mine, this univerfal 
medium or common fign will fink in value, and grow lefs 
precious. Above a thaufa: 1d millions of bullion are calcue 
Jated to have been imported into Europe from America within 
JefS than three centuties 3 and the quantity is daily increafing. 
The confequence is, that more mone 
for'the fame com sdity than was given an hundred years 
ago. And, if any accident were to diminifh the quantity of 
goid and filver, their value would proportionably rife. A 
horfe, that was formerly worth ten pounds, is now perhaps 
ad, by any failure of current fpecie, the 





be giver » now 
“ 








wort twenty; > 
price may be reducedto what it was. Yet is the horfe in 





yothere 
te 


reality neither dearer nor cheaper at one time than anothe 
For, if the metal which conftitutes the coin was formerly 
was thea as dear 





twice as flarce as at pref ‘nt, the commo 
at half the price, as now it is at the whole " 
Bla Ch. Cai V271)6 Lib, I. C, 7° 


It is obferved by Mr. Chriftian, in his note on the above 
pailage, that in confidering the prices of articles in ancient 
times, regard meft be always had to the weight of the fhil- 
ling, or the quantity of filver which it contained at different 
periods. From the Conquett till the 20th year of Edw. IIL. 
a pound fterling was actually a pound troy weight of filver, 
which was divided into twenty fhillings ; foif ten pounds at 
that time were he rice of a horfe, the fame juantity of filver 
was paid for it as is now given, if its price is thirty pounds. 

This therefore is one great caufe of the apparent difference 


in the prices of commodities in ancient and modern times. 


About the d twenty-two fhillings 
out of a{ rds he coined twenty 
° iit 17 . a 
five fhilling ty. Henry V. in the 





he pound into thirt 





beginning 

and then of each thiiling was doubie the weight 
of a thilling at prefent. Henry VII. increafed the namber 
to forty, ‘which was the flandard number till the beginning of 
the reign of Elizabeth, She then coined a pound of fterling 


filver into fixty-two fhillings, which diviti 
remained without alteration ; fo ever un 
fince that time has bee: equalto a 
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and has reduced for each year, the money of that time into 
the mor nay of the prefent day. But in his calculation he has 
called the pound fince Elizabeth’s time fixty fhillings.— 

Taking it at that rate, we may eafily find the equivalent in 
modern money of any fum in ancient time, if we know the 
number of fhillings which ay ap a pound, by this fimple 
rule: Asthe number of fhillings in a pound at that time is to 
fixty, os is any fum at that time to its equivalent at prefe nt 5 
as for inftance, inthe time of Henry V. as thirty fhillings are 
to fixty f fhiilings 1 10W, f> ten pounds then were equal to 
twenty pounds of prefent mc ney. The increafe in the quan- 


> ejly 


tity of the precic ous metals does not neceffurily increafe the 
price of articles of commerce; for if the quantities of thefe 
articles are augmented. in the fame proportion ws the quantity 
of moneys it is clear there will be the fame ufe, demand, or 
price for money as before, and no effect will be produced int 


if 
if 


ney a 
price of commodities, 

If gold ard filver could have been kept in the country, 
the immenfe increafe of paper currency, or fubifitution of 
paper for coin,g would have diminifhed i's value, and have 
increafed the prices of labour and commodities far beyond 
the effet that has been produced by the Gilcowesy of th 
mines in America. The cilect they have produced is general, 
and extended tothe whole world; but the increafe of our 

letien the value of money at 
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paper has only a tendency 


an 


home, which never can take place to any great deg 








“ore 


will naturally feek a better market, and be carried where more 
will be gisen for it; or by the fubititut.on of a cheaper 





medium of coz umerce, the difference in value is —_ lto the 





ci pital or to the real Hrengt i of the sation. Gold and filver 
form an iniignificant part of the real wealth of a commercial 


country. ‘Ibe whole quanity of fpecie has been efiimated at 
about twen’y millions only, not much more than whatis raifed 
in one year forthe fupport of government, 

Tie coining of money is in ail {tates the a& of the foves 
reign prmees. 2 that its value may be known on infpection. 
Aad with refpect to coinage in general, there are three thing 


s 
ve 
to be eat lt thercing the materials, the ipreffion, and 





he denomination. 


CAT} ' ‘ ee ed Poe ee 
With regard to the materials, Sie Edward Coke lays it 
nsf ve 

down, that the money of England mult either be of gold or 


filver: And none other was ever iflued bythe royal autherity 


1 = ehieraice tinolti aenece »¢ ’ }} 
till 1672, when copper farthings and half-pence were ccined by 
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King Charles the Sceond, and ordered by proclamation to be 
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current in al! payments, under the value of fixpence, and not 
otherwife. But this copper coin is not upon the fame footing 
with the other in many refpeéts, particularly with regard to 
the offence of counterfeiting it. And, as tothe filver coin, it 
was enaéted by ftatute 14 Geo. III. c. 42. that no tender of 
payment in filver money, exceeding twenty five pounds at one 
time, fhall be a fufficient tender in law, for more than its value 
by weight, at the rate of 5s. 2d. an ounce, This was a 
claufe in a temporary act, which was continued till 1787, fiace 
which time it does not appear to have been revived. 

As to the impreffion, the ftamping thereof is the unquef- 
tionable prerogative of the crown; for, though divers Bifhops 
and monafteries had formerly the privilege of coining money, 
yet, as Sir Matthew Hale obferves, this was ufually done by 
fpecial grant from the King, or by prefcription which fuppofes 
one; and therefore was cerived from, and not in derogation 
of, the royal prerogative. Befides that they had only the 
profit of the coinage, and not the power of inilituting either 
the impreffion or denomination ; but had ufually the ftamp 
fent them from the Exchequer. 

The denomination, or the value for which the coin is to 
pafs current, is likewife in the brealt of the King; and, if 
any unulual pieces are coined, that value muft be afcertained 
by proclamation. In order to fix the value, the weight and 
finenefs of the metal are to be taken into confideration toge= 
ther. Whena given weight of goldor filver is of a given 
finencfs, it is then of the true ftandard, and called etterling or 
fterling meta) ; a name for which there are various reafons 
given, but none entirely fatisfattory. Of this fterling or efter- 
ling metal all the coin of the kingdom muft be made, by the 
ftatute 25 Edw. III. c. 13. So that the King’s prerogative 
feemeth not to extend to debafing or inhancing the value of 
the coin, below or above the fterling value: Though Sir 
Matthew Hale appears to be of another opinion. The King 
may alfy, by his proclamation, legitimate foreign coin, and 
make it current here; declaring at what value it fhall be 
taken in payments. But this, I apprehend, ought to be by 
comparifon with the ftandard of our coin; otherwile the con- 
fent of Parliament will te neceflary. The King may alfo at 
any time decry, or cry down any coin of the kingdom, and 
make it no longer current. Black/?. Comm, 

This ftandard has been frequently varied in former times ; 
but hath for many years paft been thus invariably fettled. 
‘Lhe pound troy of gold, confifting of twenty-two carats (or 
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twenty-fourth parts) fine, and two of alloy, is divided into 
forty-four guineas and an half, of the prefent value of 21s. 
each. And the pound troy of filver, confitting of eleven 
ounces and two pennyweights pure, and eighteen penny weights 
alloy, is divided into fixty-two fhillings. See Folkes on Englifo 
coins, 

Inthe 7th year of King William III.an a& was made for 
calling it aan the old coin of the kingdom, and to melt it down 
and reecoin it; the deficiencies whereof were to be made good 
at the public charge ; and in every hundred pound coined, 
40]. was to be fhillings, and 10). fixpences, under conain 
penalties. 

Perfons bringing plate to the mint to be coined, were to 
have the fame weight of money delivered out, as an encou- 
ragement: And receivers general of taxes, &c. were to re« 
ceive money at a large rate per ounce. Our guineas have 
been saifed and fallen, as money has been fcarce or plenty, 
feveral times by ftatute: And anno 3 Geo. I. guineas were 
valued at 21s. at which they now pafs. 

Two offences refpecting the coin, are made treafon by the 
ftatute 25 £. lil. c. 2.: Thefe ure the actual counterfeiting 
the gold and filver coin of this kingdom 5 or the importing 
fuch counterfeit money with an intent to utter it, knowing 
itto be falfe. But thefe not being found fufficient to reftrain 
the evil pradlices of coiners and falfe moneyers, other Ratutes 
have been fince made for that purpofe. 

By s Mar, Stat. 2.¢. 6,it any perfon fhall falfely forge or 
counterfeit any {uch kind of coin of gold or filver, as is not 
the proper coin of this realm, but thall be current within 
this realm by confent of the crown; fuch offence fall be 
deemed high treafon, And by Sta. 1S 2P.9 Me. 11, if 
any perfon do bring into this realm fuch falfe or counterfeit 
foreign money, being current here, knowing the fame to be 
fa! fe, with intent to utter the fame in payment, they fhali be 
deemed offenders in high-treafon. The money, referred to 
in thefe ftatutes, muft be fuch as is abfolutely current here, ia 
all payments, by the King’s proclamation. 4 Comm.c. 6. 

By Stat. 14 Eliz, c. 3, fuch as forge any tereign coin, al- 
though it be not made current here by proclamation, fail 
(with their aiders and abettors) be guilty of mifprifion of - 
treafon, By Stat. 13 & 14 Car. Il. c. 31, the offence of 

melting down any current filver money, fhali be punifhed with 
forfeiture of the fame, and alfo the double value; and the 
offender if a freeman of any town, fhall be dis-fianchifed 5 
it 
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if not, fhall fu Fer fix month imprifonment. By Stat.6 & Je 
iW. 2. c. 17, if any perfon buys or fells, or kn iowingly has Sin 
mS a | 

feit the ta 500k. « 

to Finer; abd t 
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Tie HISTORY of PAUL and VIRGINIA. 
Continued from Page 229. 
J ° 7 


% 7IRGINIA’s f: ft with was to vifit the {pot called her Re- 
Y pole. Paul approached her with a timid air, and offered 


i 


her the afiiftance of his arm, which the accepted, fmiling, anc 
they left the cottage together, ‘The air was freth and clear; 
white vapours ar > Fras m the ridges of the mountains, fur- 


rowed here and there by the foam of the torrer ts, which were 





now becoming dry Toe garden was altogether deftroyed by 


hollows which the floods aad ee roots s the fruit-trees 





were for the moft part laid bare, and valt heaps of fand co- 

ered the chain of meadows, a: ad choak+d up Virginia’ s bath. 
The two cocoa-trees, however, were fill erect, and {till ree 
tained their frethnets, but they were no longer furrounded by 





turf, or arbours, or birds, ay ta few amadavid -bi irds, who, 


wpon the poiuts of the e ncighbouring rocks, lamented in plaia- 
tive notes the lofs of their young. 

At the fight of this general cefolation, Virginia exclaimed 
to Paul, “« Y on brought birds hither, and the hurricane has 
killed them.— You | oat this carder 


. very thing then epon earth perites, and it is only Heaven 


oved 


a * = 
by atid it ie now d-i{troyed, 


at is not ful pect to cha te 
Margaret faid to Madame de la Tour, “ Why do we not 


4¥ baiu tt lvVaeld 


re P othe y havea tender attache 
dela ‘Tour replied, * They 


unite our children by marriz 
meat for each other.”’ 
are too young and too poor. What grief would it occafion 
us to fee Virginia bring into the world — te children, 
whom the would not perhaps have fu‘Scient ttre th to rear! 





G 


Your neero Domingo is almoft too eld to labour ; ; Mary is 
infirm 3 as for myleif, my dear friend, in the {pace of fif:een 
years, I find my ftrcogth much failed; age advances rapidly 
in hot chaates, and, above all, under the pretiure of misfor- 


Peery re | . T ~ } ~ . . r 
tune. Faulis our only hope: Let us wait til bis conftitution 


18 ftrengthened, and ail he can fupport us by his labour, at 


pretent you well know that we have only fudicicnt to fupply 
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the wants of the day: But were we to fend Paul fora fhort 
time to the Indies, commerce would furnith him with the 
means of purcns afing a flave; and at his return we will unite 
him to Virginia; for I am perlusded no one on earth can ren 
der her fo happy as your fone We will confult our neighbour 
on this fubjc t,?? 

They accordingly afked my advice, and I was of their epi 


om “© The Indian feas,” I obferved tothem, “are calm, 
and, ia cheofing a favou ~sac8 feafon, the voyage is feidom 
, 


longer than fix weeks. We will furnifh Paul witha litile 

. == L- }- A 1 ! ? Tce 
venture in my neighbourhood, where he is mark beloved, if 
we were only to iupply him with fome raw ce otton, of whica 
we mike ho - for want of mills to wor rk it, { fome ebon Ts 
which is here fo common that it ferves us for firing, and fome 
rofin which is found in is, all {e will fell 


MC artici 





$5 al S 
. : ' re 
advantageoufly in the Indies, though to us they are ulelefs.” 
- aA . Po i 
I engaged to obtain permigion from Monfieur de la Bours 


donnais to undertake his voyag 
to mention the affair t o Paul 3 and my} 
this young man faid to me, with 
hisage, “* And why do you wifl 
this precarious purfuit of fortun 
m te advantageous than the culture of the ground, which 





ae ‘ Te ee ee Ye a. ith tae 
yieics fometimes hfty or aa hundred foid f if we wiih to ene 


gage in commerce, we can do fo by carrying our foperfluities 
to the town, without My wandering to the Indices. Our mae 
thers tell me, chat Dominga is old and fecble, but Lam young, 
and gather itrength every day. If any accident thould hap- 
pen during my ablence, above ali, to Virginia, who already 


fuffers.—On, no, no !—I cannot refolve to leave them.” 
This anfwer threw me into great perplexity ; for Madame 
de la ‘Tour had not concealed trom me the fituation of Vire 





ginia, and her defire of feparating thofe young people for a 
few years. “Thele ideas I did not dare to fuggeit to Paul. 


: ‘ : ‘ ' 1, 
At this peri duthiv, which arrived from nce, brouent 


oO 


Madame de ia Tour a jetter from her aunt. Alarmed by th 


terrors of approaching death, which couid- alone penetrate a 

, of atmmtntcts.” i ‘ oy 4 } 
heart fo infentible, rec a dan: 5 difo which 

t ? 

had left her in a fiate of 1 » rendered inc: e by age, 
fhe cefired that ber niece retura te france, er, it r 
health forbade ber to un tak ) nea vy : » (0 nyu ] 
her to} J V if nia, oO Ww 1 ‘ i ! b xO Cote 
cation, procure for her a felen narriage, and leave her.the 
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fpread general confternation throughout the family, Dos 
mingo and Mary began to weep. Paul, motionlefs with fure 
prife, appeared as if his heart were ready to burft with indig- 
nation; while Virginia, fixing her eyes upon her mother, had 
not power to utter a word. 

“ And can you now leave us?’ cried Margaret to Mae 
dame de la Tour. ‘* No, my dear friend, no, my beloved 
chiluren,” replied Madame dela Tour, “ I will not leave 
you—I have lived with you, and with you will die—lI have 
known no happinefs but, in your affection—if my health be 
deranged, my patt misfortunes are the caufe:—My heart, 
deeply wounded by the cruelty of a relation, and the lofs of 
my hufband, has found more confolation and felicity with you 
beneath thofe humble huts, than all the wealth of my family 
could now give mein my own country.” 

At this foothing language every eye overflowed with tears 
of delight. Paul, prefling Madame de ja Tour in his arms, 
exclaimed, “ Neither will 1 leave you!—I will not go to the 
Indies—we wii] all labour for you, my dear mother, and you 
fhall never feel any wants with us.” But of the whole fo- 
ciety, te perfon who difplaved. the leaft tranfport, and who 
probably felt the moft, was Virginia; and, curing the remain- 
der of the day, that gentle gaicty which flowed from her heart, 
and proved that her peace was reftored, completed the general 
fatisfaction. 

The next day, at fun-rife, while they were offering up as 
wfual their morning facrifice of praife, which preceded their 
breakfalt, Domingo informed them that a gentleman on horfe- 
back, followed by two flaves, was coming towards the planta- 
tion. This perfon was Monficur de la Bourdonnais. He en- 
tered the coitage, where he found the family at breakfait. 
Virginia had prepared, according to the cuftom of the coun- 
try, coffee and rice boiled in water; to which fhe added hot 
yams, and frefh cocoas. The leaves of the plantain-tree 
fupplied the want of table linen, and calbaffia-fhells, fplit in 
two, ferved for utenfils) The Governor expreficd fome fur= 
prife at the homeline(s of the dwelling: ‘Then, addreffing 
himfelf to Madame de Ja Tour, he obferved that, although 
public affairs drew the attention too muci from the concerns 
of individuals, fhe had many claims to his good offices. You 
have an aunt at Paris, Madam,” he added, ** a woman of 
quality, and immenfely rich, who expeéts that you will haften 
to fee her, and who means to beftow upon you her whole for- 
tune.” Madame de la Tour replied, that the ftate of her 
9 healih 
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health would not permit her to undertake fo long a voyage. 
«At leaft,’? refumed Monfiecur de la Bourdonnais, ** you 
cannot, without injuftice, deprive this amiable young lady, 
your daughter, of fonoble an inheritance, I will not conceal 
from you, that your aunt has made ufe of her influence to 
oblige you to return, and that I have received official letters, 
in which I am ordered to exert my authority, if neceflary, to 
that effect. But, as Ionly wifh to employ my power for the 
purpofe of rendering the inhabitants of this colony happy, [ 
expect from your good fenfe the voluntary facrifice of a few 
years, upon which depend your daughter’s eftablifhment in 
the world, and the welfare of vour whole life. Wherefore 
do we come to thefe iflands? Is it not to acquire a fortune? 
And will it not be more agreeable to return and find it in your 
own country ?””” 

He then placed a great bag of piafters, which had beer 
brought hither by one of his flaves, upon the table. This,” 
added he, is allotted by your aunt for the preparations neceflary 
for the young lady’s voyage.” Gently reproaching Madame 
dela Tour for not having had recourfe to him in her difficul« 
ties, he extolled ut the fame time her noble fortitude. Upon 
this Paul faid to the Governor, ** My mother did addrefs her 
felf to you, Sir, and you received her ill,” Have youano- 
ther child, Madam ?”  faid Monfieur de !a Bourdonnais to 
Madame de la Tour. &* No, Sir,”’ fhe replied, “ this is the 
child of my friend; but he and Virginia are equally dear to 
us.” “ Young man,” faid the Governor to Paul, * when 
you have acquired a little experience of the world, you will 
know that it is the misfortune of people in place to be de- 
ceived, and thence to beftow upon intriguing vice that which 
belongs to modeft merit.” 

Monfieur de ia Bourdonnais, at the requeft of Madame de la 
Tour, placed himfelf next her at table, and breakfafted in the 
manner of the Creoles, upon coffee mixed with rice, boiled in 
water. He was delighted with the order and neatnefs which pree 
vailed in the little cottage, the harmony of the two interefting fae 
milies, and the zeal of their oldfervants. Here,” exclaimed 
he, * I difcern only wooden furniture, but I find ferene coun- 
tenances, and hearts of gold,” Paul, enchanted with the af- 
fability of the Governor, faid to him, “ I with tobe your 
friend 5 yer are a good man.” Monficur de la Bourdonnais 
received with pleafure this infular compliment, and taking 
Paul by the hand, affured him that he migit rely upon his 
friendthip. 
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After breakfaft he took Madame de la Tour afide, and ine 
formed her that an opportunity prefented itfelf of fending her 
daughter to France in a fhip which was going to {ail in a fhort 
time ; that he would recommend her to a lady, a relation of 
his own, who would be a paflenger, and that fhe muft not 
think of renouncing an immenfe fortune, on account of 
being feparated from her daughter a few years, ‘ Your 
aunt,” he added, * cannot live more than two years: Of this 
I am affured by her friends. Think of it ferioufly, Fortune 
does not vifit us every day. Confult your friends. Every 
perfon of good fenfe will be of my opinion.” She anfwered 
that, “ defiring no other happinefs henceforth in the world 
than that of her daughter, fhe would leave her departure for 
France entirely to her own inclination.” 

Madame de la Tour was not forry to find an opportunity 
of feparating Paul and Virginia for a fhort time, and providing 
by this means for their mutual felicity ata future period. She 
took her daughter afide, and faid toher, ** My dear child, our 
fervants are now old—Paul is ftill very young—Margaret is 
advanced in years, andl am already infirm. If I thould die, 
what will become of you, without fortune, in the midift of thefe 
deferts ? you will then be left alone, without any perfon who 
can afford you much fuccour, and forced to labour without 
ceafing, in order to fupport your wretched exiftence. This 
idea fills my foul with forrow.” Virginia anfwered, * God 
has appointed us to labour—you have taught me to labour, and 
toblefshim everyday, He never has forfaken us, he never 
will forfake us. His providence’ peculiarly watches over the 
unfortunate. You have told me this fo often, my dear mo= 
ther !—-I cannot refolve to leave you.”—-Madame de la Tour 
replied with much emotion, “ I have no other aim than to 
render you happy, and to marry you one day to Paul, who is 
not your brother :—Refle& at prefent that his fortune depends 
upon you.” 

(To be continued.) 
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Ox the POETRY of SPAIN and PORTUGAL. 
(Continued from Page 16.) 


F Lavater had contemplated the portrait of Lope de Vega, 
without knowing whom it repreteated, he would certainly 


have pronounced him an extraordinary man ; but he would not 
have 
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have fufpected him to have been a poet. The Spaniards have 
well charaéterifed his genius by its monffruofidad, a word which 
mutt literally be rendered monftruofity : No other term could 
fo well have delineated it. Lope de Vega is never fublime, 
feldom pathetic, and feldom natural; rarely above mediocrity 
in any of his writings, he has attained to celebrity by their 
number, 

Purity of language and harmonious verfification diftinguifh 
all the poems of this indefatigable Spaniard. Born and edu 
cated at Madrid, if he had beheld no ftream but the Mane 
zanares, and no country but the melancholy plains of Caftille, 
we might have expected dullnefs; but the fecretary and fa- 
vourite of the Duke of Alva muft have accompanied his maf- 
ter to Villa Franca and to Oropefa; and the tranquil and ma= 
jeftic beauty of the one, and the wild fublimity of the other, 
would have awakened all the enthufiafm of poetry, if Lope 
de Vega had been indeed a poet. 

When a fchool-boy, he bartered his verfes with his {choole 
fellows, for hymns and prints: Whena young man, he wrote 
eclogues, and a comedy, in praife of the Grand Inquifitor ; 
and a paftora!, in honour of the Duke of Alva. From thefe 
fymptoms, one who knew the human heart might have proe 
phefied, that the young poet never would attain to excellence. 
The Dutch idea of bartering his verfes could not have en- 
tered the mind of the enthufiaft: The young enthufiaft care- 
fully conceals his feelings from obfervation, and he whois not 
anenthufiaft muft never expect to be a poet. 

Were it not for the reverence which fathion has attached 
to their names, we fhould yawn over Virgil and Horace, 
when they proftitute poetry to panegyrick. No great or 
good man ever encouraged a rhymer to befpatter him with 
praife; panegyric has, therefore, ufually been employed on the 
weak and the wicked, on thofe whom we defpife and deteft; 
but, among the villains whofe deeds pollute the page of hiftory, 
the Duke of Alva ranks in the firft clafs. This man united 
in himfelf the bigotry of the prieft, the duplicity of the poli- 
tician, and the brutality of the foldier; and to this man did 
Lope de Vega write a paftoral! Arcadia and the Duke of 
Alva! Madnefs never produced a more monftrous affociation | 

The Arcadia of Lope de Vega is one of tne innumerable 
imitations that {warmed in Spain, after George of Monte 
mayor publifhed his Diana. The age had been accuftomed 
to extravagance by their books of chivalry ; compared with 
which, the paftoral romance appeared natural, That this 

2P2 {pecies 
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{pecies of compofition may poffefs very great beauty, has been 
fufficiently proved by Florian, in his alteration of the Galatea 
of Cervantes, and more particularly in his Eftelle. I know 
of no work in the Englith, language that can properly be 
clafled under this head, though a very intcrefting one might be 
produced on the model of Florian, if the French frippery of 
fentiment, which infedts even his writings, were avoided, 

I never toiled through the Arcadia of Lope de Vega. 
After penctrating fome thirty or forty pages into the little vo- 
Jume, I found that a few fcattercd conceits could not atone 
for its intolerable dullnefs, Great ftrength of imagination 
only can reconcile the reader to a total want of tafte ; but the 
imag'nation of this indefa:igable Spaniard was not ftrong, and 
his tafte may be judged of by a fentence relating to the he- 
roine of his Arc dia: The rays of Belifarda’s eyes fhone 
upon the water luke the refle€tion of the fun upon a looking 
glafs.” 

Of his longer poems, I have never feen the Jerufalen Con 
quiftada ; I am, however, well enough acquainted with the 
fiyle and powers of Lope de Vega, fully to credit Mr. Hay- 
ley, when he fays, that it is, in every refpeét, infinitely inferior 
to the work of Taflo, which it attempted to rival. Of his 
“ Beauty of Angelica,” a complete analyfis, with fpecimens 
fufficient!y copious, may foon be expected in a promifed wotk 
upon Spainand Portugal. His Dragontea is very bad. 

His comedies are faid to delineate characters well, and faith- 
fully to reprefent the manners of the age he lived in. This 
commendation they could not have obtained without, in fome 
degree, meriting it; and there is a livelinefs in the lighter 
pieces of Lope de Vega, which fhows him beft qualified for 
fuch fubjeéts. He himfelf excufes his total neglect of all 
dramatic rules, by alledging the tafte of the age. ‘ I have 
Witten better (iays he); “ but feeing what monftrous pro- 
duGions pleafe the women and the mob, I have locked up all 
my precepts, and turned Plautus and Terence out of my li- 
brary. Surely it is juft that, as the public pay, the public 
fhould be pleafed.”” A childifh and ridiculous defence, which 
deferves not a refutation ! 

The burlefque pieces of this univerfal author were pube 
lifhed by him, under the name of the licentiate Thome de 
Burguillos, perhaps, becaufe he thought them little confonant 
to his ecclefiaftical charaéter ; perhaps, becaufe he was 
afhamed of a {pecies of poetry fo defpicatle. An Odetoa 
Flea was printed in one of thofe works to which he affixed his 
name, 
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name, but never avowed himfelf tobe the author of it. The 
editor of the Parnaflo Efpanol calls it a witty and ingenious 
compofition; it difplays, however, little ingenuity, and lefs 
wit. The poet tells the flea where he goes, and what he feeds 
upon, and calls him a greater Turk than Amurath, becaufe he 
fpares nobody. 

The Spanifh poets appear to have been little envious of 
each other’s reputation. In his Laurel de Apolo, Lope de 
Vega has liberally praifed his contemporaries : and poems of 
the fame nature have been compofed by Gil Polo, Vicente 
Efpinel, and the great Cervantes. They fatirized each other’s 
faults, but they honeftly allowed each other’s merits; the abi- 
lities of Lope de Vega and of Gongora were acknowledged 
by thofe who moft ftrongly expofed the careleflnefs of the one, 
and the affe@ation of the other. ’ 

I have read nearly two hundred of his fonnets. As might 
be expected, many of them contain parts that are beautiful 5 
none of them are perfect as wholes. 

On the 25th of Auguft, 1635, died Lope de Vega, in the 
73d year of his age; tall of honours as of days. If not the 
beft of poets, he was the moft fortunate; the wealth he ac= 
quired rendered him happy in life, and the ufe he made of it 
cheered him in death. He died howoured by the great, cele- 
brated by the learned, and regretted by the poor. His reputa- 
tion ftill flourifhes in his own country; and though the impare 
tial judgment of foreigners cannot rank his productions above 
mediocrity, let it be remembered, that he never was excelled 
in induftry as an author, or in liberality as a man. 

(To be continued.) 





Siagular METHOD of employing DOGS in HOLLAND, 
[From the Second Volume of Mr. Pratt’s Gleanings. ] 


HE very dogs of Holland are conftrained to promote 

the trade of the republic, infomuch, that fave the great 

dogs of fafhion and ftate, which run before or after their lords 

and ladies equipages ; and, in imitation often of their betters, 

are above being of any ufe; there is not an idle dog of any 

fize in the Seven Provinces. You fee them in harnefs at all 

parts of the Hague, and fome other towns, tugging at bar- 

rows, and little carts, with their tongues almoft {weeping the 

ground, and their poor hearts almoft ready to beat —— 
their 
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their fides. Frequently three, four, five, and fometimes fix 
abreaft, carrying men and merchandize, with the fpeed of 
little horfes. And in your walk from the Hague gate to Schee 
veling, you encounter, at all hours of the day, an incredible 
number loaded with fith and men, under the burden of which 
they run off at a long trot, and fometimes (when driven by 
young menor boys) at full gallop, the whole mile and an 
half, which is the diftance from gate to gate; nor, on their 
return, are they fuffered to come empty, being filled not 
only with the aforefaid men or boys, (for almoft every Dutch 
man hates walking when he can ride, though half a mile) 
but with fuch commodities as cannot be had at the village. 

I have feen thefe poor brutes, in the middle of fummer, 
urged beyond their force, till they have dropped on the road 
to gather ftrength ; which is feldom the cafe, however, except 
when they have the misfortune to fall under the management 
of boys; for the Dutch are the fartheft from being cruel to 
their domeftic dumb animals, of any people in the world; on 
the contrary, a Hollander, of whatever rank, is fo merciful 
unto his beaft, whether horfe, dog, cow, &c. that they are 
the objects of his marked attention, as fleek fkins, happy 
faces, and plump fides, fufficiently demonftrate. 

The cows, and oxen for draft, they rub down, curry and 
clean, till they are as glofly as the moft pampered ftced in 
England. Nay, you frequently fee them with a light fancy 
drefs, to guard them from the flies, and other annoying animal- 
culain the meadows, which are the fineft in the world, and 
in a warmer fuit of clothes during the winter; even thefe 
canine flaves look hale and well as to condition, and being 
habituated to labour, feel little hardfhip in it. Happy, hows 
ever, thrice happy is the dog who has the luck to be born of 
humbler and lowly parents, and is facred, by his infignificance, 
from labour. Like many a man, who, having neither talents 
nor fize for a hero, derives many a fnug enjoyment from his 
unfitnels to take an ative part in the toils of ambition, But 
dogs of this defcription have yet greater privileges in Holland 
than you imagine. Like other little things, they are held 
precious, and fo fondled and patted, that either a lapdog, ora 
lover in England, where thofe animals, you know, are fome- 
times neglected, as indeed, in that country are all favourites, 
might envy them; for, if you think a Dutch woman and a 
beautiful woman are incompatible, you are miftaken. 

In my frit vifit (a winter one) to the Hague, I entered 
inte the interefts of thefe poor day-labouring dogs fo truly, 
9 that 
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that I wondered they did not go mad, or that I did not hear of 
the canine diftraCtion more in this country than in our’s 3 and 
on being told there were certain times (the dog-days) when a 
heavy fine was to paid upon any dog being feen in the ftreet, 
I fuppofed this was the cafe, till the fummer following, being 
at this delightful feafide village ot Scheveling, I obferved, 
feveral times in the day, thefe draught dogs brought down to 
the beach and bathed; a practice which no doubt equally 
prevented them from this dreadful diforder beforementioned, 
and gave them ftrength to go through their work. 

It is fortunate alfo, that Holland is a country fomewhat 
prone to be ftrict in the ceremonies of religion, by obfervance 
of which, the dogs, like their mafters, find the feventh a day of 
unbroken reft : For “ Sunday fhines a fabbath day to them.” 
The firft impreffion (which is allowed a grand point, you 
know) being much in favour of thefe induftrious creatures, I 
had an eye on them, as well in the hours of their repofe as 
toil; and felt my heart warm to fee feveral, whom I had ob- 
ferved very heavily laden on the Saturday, taking a found nap, 
out-ftretched and happy at their mafters’ doors, on the day in 
which their leifure is even an allotment and bounty of Hea- 
ven. All the morning and afternoon they have remained 
bafking in the fun or in the fhade, in profound tranquillity, 
while a number of unthinking whelps, and lazy puppies, who 
had been pafling their time in idlenefs all the week, were play- 
ing their gambols in the ftreet, not without a vain attempt to 
wake the feniors, and make them join in their amufement, 
Toward evening, I have, in my funfetting rounds, been 
much pleafed to notice the honeft creatures fit at their refpece 
tive threfholds, looking quite refrefhed, giving occafionally 
into a momentary frolic, and the next morning returning to 
the labours of the week abfolutely renewed. 





ANECDOTES of M. pe BOUILLE. 


URING the American war he wasa Governorin the 

French Weft-India Iflands, and acquired great and 
deferved popularity even among his enemies, by the generofity 
of his ditpofition, the elegance of his manners, and an utter 
contempt of that fordid avarice which often reduces the re- 
prefentative of a King,in a diftant colony, to the level of a 
public plunderer. On retaking St, Euftatia from the Englith, 
he 
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he {corned to imitate its former conquerors, for private pro» 
perty was by him deemed facred and inviolable! The Englith 
Weft-India merchants were fo much pleafed with his condudt, 
that they prefented him with a gold-hilted fword, by the 
hands, I believe, of the venerable and amiable General Mel 
ville. That very fword, on his arrival in England in 1794, 
was rudely fnatched from his fide by a cuftom-houfe officer, 
in confequence of an order for difarming the French emi- 
grants. Thishurt him exceedingly; and he never mentions 
the circumftance without indignation. 

On the revolution, M. de Bouillé recolle&ted that he 
was a noble, but he forgot that he was a Frenchman. Brave 
and generous, but impetuous, violent, and fanguine, many of 
the errors of Louis XVI. have been attributed to his counfels, 
He has been often charged by his enemies with the maffacre 
at Nantz ; but he is fully conviGted of being the author of the 
King’s flight, an event generoufly forgiven by the legiflative 
affembly, but never forgotten by the people. 

He at firft refufed to take the oath for the maintenance of 
the conftitution, an oath tendered to all the military men. 
This of courfe awakened fufpicion ; but that very {ufpicion, 
was foon after lulled into fecurity, in confequence of the fol- 
dier-like franknefs with which he afterwards fubfcribed it. On 
this, he was immediately entrulted with the care of the fron- 
tiers on the fide of Lorraine, by the King who was greatly 
attached to him. This important poft enabled him to plan a 
retreat for his Majefty, into the province of Luxemburgh ; 
and had it not been for the intrepidity of a poft-matter 
(Drouet) the plot would have affuredly fucceeded. 

After Louis XVI. was brought back to Paris, Ligutenant- 
General Bou llé was declared arebel. Notwithftanding this, 
his Majefty kept up a communication with the outlaw ; and 
it was the difcovery of the fecret remittance of a fum of 
money to him that rendered the aflembly unanimous as to his 
punifhment : The members differed indeed, but ic was merely 
on the quettion, not cf guilt, but of policy. 





AREFLECTION. 


OE to him once, that is ignorant of every thing, but 

feven fold woe to that man, who, when he underftands 

what is right and good, in fome point conducive to the welfare 
and happinels of mankind, does not practife what he knows, 
6 Particulars 
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Particulars relative to the late Eruption of a fingular 
Species of Volcano, in an Ifland of the Crimea. 


O* the 27th of February, 1796, about eight o’clock in the 
morning, on a point of land which lies a few miles north 
of Taman, a fubterraneous noife, relembling thunder, was fud- 
denly heard to preceed from under a fmall mountain, fituated 
in the diftrigt of Putfche, in one of the iflands of the Crimea 
Soon afterwards, there was feen to arife, from the fummit of 
the mountain, a thick column of {moke, which changed, after 
an interval of fome minutes, into fire, in the fhape of a fheaf, 
and retained this appearance for the {pace of half an hour. 

The mountain then began to throw out, to the diftance of 
a furlong, an argillaceous matter, and a number of ftones, in 
which a mixture of this matter was obfervable, 

On the day following, the whole furface of the ground lying 
round the mountain, was found to be overfpread with this new 
ftratum, reaching to aconfiderable height. It was not until 
the third day, that the eruption entirely ceafed. During the 
whole of this time flames were feen to flafh out at intervals 
anda noife, not unlike that made by boiling water, was occa~ 
fionally heard in the interior of the mountain. This phzno- 
menon (examples fimilar to which, according to Boccone and 
Howel, occur fometimes in Sicily) is the more remarkable, as 
it ferves to throw fome light on the pbyfical conftitution of the 
foil of the countries wherein they are found. The circum- 
ftance may alfo be illuftrated by the obfervation, that a number 
of circular apertures have been noticed, for alength of time 
paft, on certain eminences in the ifland of Phanagoria, and 
froth thefe iffued, continually, a filthy fluid flime, which is, in 
many intftances, blended with naphtha; an appearance which 
abundantly juftifies the conjecture, that in the internal foil of 
the ifland, much combuftibie matter may be lodged. Former 
hypothefes made on the {ubject of volcanos have certainly re- 
ceived fome additional contirmation from the circumftance of 
this recent eruption. 


Anfwer, by F. Gidley, of Dean Prior, to N. Coles’s Charade, ine 
jferted December 19. 





HEN Britifh tars do crofs the feas, 
Far from their native fhore, 


Vor, XXIX, 2Q To 
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To gain the Land for which they’re bent, 
When gain’d the failors roar; 

The poor opprefs’d, the peafant in the field, 
Muft to the Zax contented yield: 


The parts combin’d aright and true, ; 
LAND-TAX, Sir, it will plainly thew. ' 


tit, We have received the like anfwer from W. Hoare, 
of Dean Prior; and Walter Bickham, junior, of Athburtony 
in Devonfhire. 





4 CHARADE, by Oedipus, of Yeovil. 


7 HERE filver Severn winding flows, 
Near beautcous Coalbrook Dale; 
And health and wealth around beftows 
To cheer that happy vale. 


Look round, you’ll foon my fir defcry, 
Public is its above, 

Expos’d to the inclement fky, 
And common as the road. 


Ye wits! at whofe unerring will, 
Each fecret’s brought to fight; 

This one requett of mine fulfil, 
A town to bring to light. 


4 REBUS, by F. Gidley, of Dean Prior. 





IRST, gents, I beg that you will thew, 

A gorgon that brave.Pallas flew; 
The fon of Jupiter next tell, 
Made for his juftice Judge of Hell; 
The fon of Dedalus defery, 
Who, with his father, once did fly ; 
A beauteous youth next let us fee, : 
Who was chang’d to a cyprefs tree; 
‘Then laftly, gents, to this apply 
The mufe of loving poetry: 


The initials join’d, they will exprefs, 


Part of the Romifh clergy’s drels. 
6 POETRY. 




















©: 2 2 £8 


For the Weexty ENTERTAINERes 


| SONG on the Defeat of the Spanifh Fleet off Cape St. Vincents, 

j confifting of 27 Sail of the Line, by Aamiral Fervis, with 
15 Sail only, on the 14th of February, 1797, and taking two 
112 Gun Ships, one of 84, and another of 74. 


HE Spanifh fleet, to join infulting France, 
From Cadiz’ harbour proudly fail’d ; 
But when they faw the Englith fleet advance, 
Their coward hearts direétly ftail’d. 


j Neptune indignant faw their fellintent 
T’ invade his long much-favour'd ifle ; 
And fpread deftruétion, by a bafe defcent, 

Where Neptune always wore a {mile. 


** Hafte,”’ faid the watry god, ‘* my Jervis hafte, 
«© And drub thofe daltard fons of Spain, 
j *¢ Who vainly think to lay Britannia wafte, 
«« Which claims the empire o’er the main.” 


Near Vincent’s Cape the hoftile fleets were met, 
’Gaintt Jervis’ force full twoto one; 

Who fought fo bravely that the Dons were beat, 
And he the glorious vict’ry won. 


Thus are we freed from thefe moft treach’rous foes, 
Who now muft quit their fell defign ; 

Let’s Neptune thank then, that bold Jervis rofe, 
And fternly dar’d our foes to join, 


To Jervis alfo, and his crew befide, 
Let Britons brave their thanks unite ; 

For they have humbled French and Spanith pride, 
And fore’d our foes to own our might. 


Suimbridge, March 10, 1797: 








ODE w# SOLITUDE. 


AR from ambition’s felith train, 
Where avarice rules the bufy day, 
And patient folly ** hugs his chain,” 
Enflav'd by cuftom’s ruthlefs (way, 
Lead me, calm {pirit! to fome itil] retreat, 
Where filence fhares with thee the blooming mead, 


Save 
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Save when at diftance heard, in cadence fweet, 
The village minftrel tunes his fimple reed. 
There, free from cares, from jarring paflions free, 
Oft may I ftrike the lyre, fweet folitude! to thec! 


When orient mora, in blufhing pride, 
Profufely theds the glift’ning dew, 
Oft let me climb the mountain’s fide, 
And raptur’d mark the varied view. 
When noon direéts on earth his parching ray ; 
Then Jet me find the cool, the peaceful fhade, 
Form’d by embow’ring oaks, in firm array, 
O’er fome imal! ftream that ruttles through the glade. 
Thither let fancy lead her magic band, 
And o’er my fenfes wave her foul-entrancing wand. 


TS TIE 


But when at eve the curfew’s knell 
Winds flowly through the dufky grove, 
Penfive I’ll teek therura! cell, 
Or midft the gloom in filence rove ; 
And when from village {pire the folemn toll 
Yields its fad tribute to the breathlefs clay ; 
As calm reflection fteals upon my foul, 
The tear unmark’d fhall take its filent way ; 
And mournful oft Pil cull the violet’s bloom, 
Heave the iad foothing figh, and drefs the clay cold tomb. 


When midnight {preads her blackeft robe, 
And fhrouds in fullen mitts the tky ; r 
When terror rules the filent globe, 
And phantoms mock the fearful eye ; 
Parent of all! whofe voice the winds obey, 
The raving ocean, and the black’ning ftorm, 
Yet ftoop'it to guide the {parrow on his way, 
And fhedd’ft thy mercy on the ftruggling worm! 
To thee, great God! tothee my voice I'll rase ; : 
Trembling I’Il tirike the lyre, and hymn thy boundlefs praife. 








SONNET w# LOVE. 


H thou! who bidd’ft the gay, romantick mind, 
That hope’s afpiring, trembling pinions bear, 

Range the {weet realms of fancy unconfin’d, 

And glow with rapture for a ftranger fair! : 
Say, can thy influence, wild, excentrick love, 

When fouls, already kindled, long to meet, 
In breafts unknown congenial wilhes move, 

And bring thy votaries to the fame retreat ? 
Ah, no!—too flatt’ring, vifionary thought ! 

When reafon fhares the light, and bars the way, 
T ought to turn, but cannot what I[ ought, 

I go, in darknefs, and de(pair to Itray. 
Yet blett, if fhe my fimple lines approve, 
Whofe praife | honour, and whofe inind I love. 


